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EAST  HERTFORDSHIRE  COMBINED  DISTRICTS 
REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  196l 

HODDESDON  URBAN  PIS  T R I C T 


PREFACE 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee 


Mr.  Chairman,  and  Gentlemen, 


I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  upon  the  Health 
of  the  Uiban  District  of  Hoddesdon  for  the  year  ending  31st  December, 
1961.  The  highlights  of  the  year  were  the  rapid  increase  in  the 
population  and  the  excellent  health  of  the  community. 


Censuses  have  been  taken  every  ten  years  since  1801,  broken 
only  in  1941  by  the  war.  The  1961  Census  of  England  and  Wales 
was  held  in  April  of  that  year  and  the  provisional  figures  for 
Hoddesdon  were  17,902,  this  being  an  increase  of  602  upon  the 
estimated  mid-year  population  for  I960.  Since  then  the  Registrar 
General's  estimate  of  the  mid-year  population  for  1961,  based  upon 
the  Census,  the  notifications  of  births  and  deaths  in  the  year  and 
other  data  have  brought  the  population  figure  up  to  18,040.  This 
amounts  to  a total  population  increase  of  740  in  the  year,  as  com- 
pared with  an  increase  of  330  the  previous  year,  which  is  an 
indication  of  the  robust  growth  tendency  of  the  district. 

The  general  state  of  the  public  health  of  Hoddesdon  was 
excellent  during  1 961 , with  little  to  comment  upon  except  the 
high  incidence  of  measles. 


The  total  number  of  live  births  was  341,  the  total  number  of 
deaths  176  and  once  again,  for  many  years  in  succession,  there 
have  been  no  maternal  deaths. 


One  of  the  functions  of  a Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  Health 
Education  and  this  may  be  carried  out  by  various  means.  One  of 
the  best  of  these  means  is  through  the  medium  of  the  Press,  by 
which  widespread  coverage  can  be  procured.  I am  glad  to  have 
this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Press  for  the  great  help  and 
assistance  they  always  give  on  matters  relating  to  the  health 
of  the  public. 

During  1961  Mr.  R.  F.  Coldham  left  the  Council's  service  on 
obtaining  the  appointment  of  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector 
at  Maldon  Rural  District,  Essex.  I wish  him  good  fortune  in  his 
new  post  and  have  pleasure  in  welcoming  Mr.  Danson,  who  has  been 
appointed  to  succeed  him. 


Once  more  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  thank  both  the  Council  and 
the  Public  Health  Committee,  together  with  their  respective  Chairmen, 
for  the  interest  they  have  shown  in  the  work  of  the  Department  during 
the  year.  I must  also  record  my  appreciation  of  the  support  given  me 
by  Mr.  David,  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  and  all  the  other 
members  of  the  Department.  In  addition,  I am  grateful  to  the  other 
Chief  Officers  of  the  Council  and  their  staffs  for  such  help  and 
advice  as  I have  received  from  them. 


I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant. 


GOiuuu  in.  j ii/icxxc; 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


PUBLIC  I'EALTH  DEPARTMENT  - STAFF 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

Cordon  M„  Frizelle,  T.D.,  M.D. , D.P.H., 

Certificate  in  Radiological  Protection. 

Central  Office  Council  Offices, 

(East  Herts.  Combined  Districts)  High  Street, 

Hoddesdon, 

Herts. 

Telephone : Office  - Hoddesdon  3061 

Private  - Ware  27 46 

Deputy  (Part-Time)  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Peter  de  Bee  Turtle,  V.R.D. , M.A. , B.M, , B.Ch.,  D.P0H. , Q.H.S. 
Haileybury  and  Imperial  Service  College 

Telephone:  Hoddesdon  2040 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  (also  Housing  Manager)  W0  N.  DAVID 
Certificate  of  the  R.S.I.  and  S.I.E.J.B. 

Certificate  for  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Smoke  Inspector's  Certificate. 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  (also  Deputy- 

Housing  Manager)  Wc  D.  SCOTT 
Certificate  of  the  R.S.I.  and  S.I.E.J.B. 

Certificate  for  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Diploma  of  The  Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health  and  Hygiene. 
Certificate  of  the  Institute  of  Housing  in  Housing  Management. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors 

Certificate  of  P.H.  I.E.B.  M.  E.  PERRY 

Certificate  for  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods 

Certificate  of  P.H. I.E.B.  R.  F.  COLDHAM 

(until  Feb .1 961 ) 

Certificate  of  the  R. S.I.  J,  DANSON 

Diploma  Certificate  of  R.S.I.  for  Tropical  Hygiene  (from  June  1961 ) 
Certificate  for  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods 

Public  Health  Department  Council  Offices,  Telephone: 

High  Street,  Hoddesdon 

Hoddesdon,  Herts.  3061 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

The  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  the  Session  1961/62 
was  Councillor  Mrs.  P.  M.  Dunton.,  the  Vice-Chairman  was  Councillor  Dr. 
F.  J.  L.  Lang,  M.B.E. 

Also  on  the  Committee  were  Councillors  J.  H.  Brandon,  P.  S.  Gale, 

J.  Montague,  K.  J.  W.  Sparge,  Miss  N.  F.  Christie,  Mrs.  W.  M.  Walshe, 

A.  W.  J.  Larman,  J.  A.  C.  Munro,  A.  Everington  and  D.  J.  Lawrence. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS  1961 


(TABLE  1) 

(Figures  for  I960  are  sho-wn  in  brackets) 


POPULATION 


Estimated  mid-year  population  of  Hoddesdon  Urban  District 


18,040 

(17,300) 

Natural  increase  or  decrease 
Migration  in  or  out 

Total  increase  or  decrease 

+ 165 
♦ 575 
+ 740 

GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  in  Acres 

4,430 

Number  of  Inhabited  Domestic  Premises  according 

to 

Rate  Books  as  at  1st  April,  1962 

5,705 

(5,638) 

NUmber  of  Houses  per  acre 

Number  of  Persons  per  acre 

Number  of  Persons  per  house 

1,28 

4.07 

3.16 

Rateable  Value  of  District 

£272,112 

Sum  Represented  by  a Penny  Rate 

£1,125 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


(TABLE  2) 

(Figures  for  I960  are  shown  in  brackets) 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

172  (162) 
4 (5) 

162  (179) 

3 (6) 

334  (341) 
7 (11) 

Total  Live  Births 

176  (167) 

165  (185) 

341  (352) 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1000  population 

18.9  ( 20.34) 

Area  Comparability  Factor  for  Births 

0.96  (0.98) 

Standardised  Live  Birth  Rate  per 

1000  population 

18.14  (19.93) 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of 

total  Live  Births 

2.05  (3.12) 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

; a 

? a 

t a 

Total  Still  Births 

1 (3) 

3 (1) 

4 (4) 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  total  Live 

and  Still  Births 

11.73  (11.24) 

TOTAL  LIVE  AND  STILL  BIRTHS 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

173  (165) 
4 (5) 

165  (180) 

3 (6) 

338  (345) 
7 (ll) 

Total  Live  and  Still 

Births 

177  (170) 

168  (186) 

343  (356) 

COMPARISON  RATES 

Hoddesdon 

Urban  District 

Hertford 

County 

England 

& Wales 

Live  Birth  Rate  18.9 

Area  Comparability  Factor  0.96 

Standardised  Birth  Rate  18.14 

Still  Birth  Rate  11.73 

17.96 

0.91 

16.34 

17.71 

17.4 

18.7 
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Vital  Statistics 
Table  2 continued 


INFANT  DEATHS 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Infants  under  one  week.  Total: 

6 (2) 

- (D 

6 (3) 

Legitimate 

6 (1) 

- M 

6 (2) 

Illegitimate 

“ (1) 

- (-) 

" (1) 

Infants  under  four  weeks.  Total: 

7 (3) 

- (l) 

7 (4) 

Legitimate 

7 (2) 

- (D 

7 (3) 

Illegitimate 

" CO 

- (-) 

- (1) 

Infants  under  one  year.  Total: 

7 (3) 

2 (3) 

9 (6) 

Legitimate 

7 (2) 

2 M 

9 (5) 

Illegitimate 

- (1) 

- (1) 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  total 
live  births.  Total: 

26.39 

(17.04) 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1000 

legitimate  live  births.  Total 

26.94 

(14.66) 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1000 

illegitimate  live  births .Total 

— 

(90.9) 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (death  of 
infants  under  four  weeks  per 

1000  total  live  births). 

20.32 

(11.36) 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths 
of  infants  under  one  week  per 

1000  total  live  births). 

17.59 

(8.52) 

Peri -natal  Mortality  Rate  (still  births 
and  deaths  of  infants  under  one 
week  combined)  per  1000  total 
live  and  still  births. 

28.98 

(19.66) 

MATERNAL  DEATHS 

Maternal  deaths,  including  abortion.  - (-) 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  lOOOlive 

and  still  births.  - (-) 
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DEATHS  (Total) 


Deaths  of  all  ages.  Males 

91 

(75) 

Females 

85 

(100) 

Total 

176 

(175) 

Death  Rate  per  1000  population. 

9.75 

(10.11) 

Area  Comparability  Factor  for  deaths. 

1.14 

(1.13) 

Standardised  Death  Rate  per  1 0OOpopulation 

11.11 

(11.42) 

COMPARISON  RATES 


Hoddesdom 

Hertford 

England 

Urban  District 

County 

& Wale3 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

26.39 

17.23 

21 .4 

Legitimate 

26.94 

16.86 

Illegitimate 

- 

25.88 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate 

20.52 

13.57 

15.5 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate 

17.59 

12.17 

Peri -Natal  Mortality  Rate 

28.98 

29.67 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

- 

0.59 

0.33 

Death  Rate 

9.75 

9.46 

Area  Comparability  Factor  for 

Deaths 

1.14 

1 .13 

Standardised  Death  Rate 

11.11 

10.68 

12.00 
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PREVALENCE  OP  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Notifiable  Disease  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  Notified  during  1961 

(TABLE  3) 


Disease 

Total 

Under 

1 

1- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

Over 

65 

Age 

Unknown 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

- 

1 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Measles 

444 

14 

187 

241 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Erysipelas 

7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 

- 

- ■ 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Pneumonia 

4 

- 

2 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Dysentery 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

"Whooping  Cough 

6 

- 

4 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Poliomyelit i s 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Infective  Jaundice 

1 

1 

6 


INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  DURING  THE  DIFFERENT  MONTHS 


(TABLE  4) 


- 7 - 


TUBERCULOSIS  during  1961 


(TABLE  5) 


Tuberculosis 

New  Cases  Only 

Total 

all 

Ages 

Under 

5 

Years 

5 

to 

15 

15 

to 

24 

25 

to 

44 

45 

to 

64 

65 

and 

over 

Age 

not 

known 

Respiratory 

6 

1 

- 

- 

2 

3 

- 

- 

Meninges  and  C.N. 

S.  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

. - 

Tuberculosis 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Adi  Cases 

P.  N.P. 

P.  N.P. 

Cases  on  Register 
at  1st  January  1961 

126 

55  9 

52  10 

New  Cases 

6 

4 

2 

Cases 
added  to 

Restored  to 
Register 

- 

- 

~ 

Register 

Inward 

Transfers 

5 

2 

3 

Deaths 

2 

2 

_ 

Cases 

removed 

from 

Register 

Outward 

Transfers 

2 

2 

— 

Patients 

Cured 

8 

2 

5 1 

Other 

1 

- 

1 

Cases  remaining  on 
Register  at  31*12.61 

124 

55  9 

51  9 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING-  THE  YEAR  1 961 


Line  No,  M P 


ALL  CAUSES  91  85 

1 Tuberculosis,  respiratory 0 0 

2 Tuberculosis,  other  . 0 0 

3 Syphilitic  disease  • . * 0 0 

4 Diphtheria  « • 0 0 

5 Whooping  Cough  . . 0 0 

6 Meningococcal  infection  ..  0 0 

7 Acute  Poliomyelitis  . . . . 0 0 

8 Measles  . • <><>  . . . . • • » . ..  0 0 

9 Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  ....  0 1 

10  Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach 1 1 

11  Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  5 0 

12  Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast  0 8 

13  Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus  0 0 

14  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  ....  13  5 

15  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ..  ..  0 1 

1 6 Diabetes  ••  «•  •«  ••  0 1 

17  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ..  ..  ..  8 11 

18  Coronary  disease,  angina 18  9 

19  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 0 1 

20  Other  heart  diseases  4 10 

• 21  Other  circulatory  diseases  3 5 

22  Influenza. . ..  3 3 

23  Pneumonia..  ..  ..  ..  1 4 

24  Bronchitis  ..  9 1 

25  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 0 1 

26  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 3 0 

27  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  0 0 

28  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 0 0 

29  Hjjrperplasia  of  prostate  ..  ..  4 0 

30  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 0 0 

31  Congenital  malformations  1 1 

32  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ..  ..  15  16 

33  Motor  vehicle  accidents  2 2 

34  AH  other  accidents  ..  ..  0 4 

35  Suicide  ..  ..  1 0 

36  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  0 0 

(a)  Still  births  ..  ..  1 3 

(b)  Deaths  of  infants  under  four  weeks  of  age..  ..  7 0 

(c)  Deaths  of  infants  four  weeks  to  one  year  of  age  7 2 

(d)  Deaths  of  infants  under  one  week  of  age  ....  6 0 
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General  Statistics 


The  1961  Census  gave  the  following  information: 

1261  1951 

Acreage  Persons  Males  Females  Persons  Males 

4,430  17,902  8,675  9,227  13,736  6,514 

Intercensal  Increase 

Number  Per  Cent 

4,166  30.3 

The  Registrar-General' s estimate  of  the  mid-year  population 
is  18,040.  This  is  a total  figure,  not  split  into  males  and  females, 
and  this  yearly  computation  by  the  Registrar-General  from  the  various 
statistics  available  to  him,  is  the  official  basis  for  the  yearly 
population  figure. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that,  judging  by  Census  figures,  the 
yearly  increase  was  602,  but  judging  by  the  mid-year  estimate  the 
increase  has,  in  fact,  been  740.  With  an  increase  of  1,270  persons 
in  two  years,  it  is  obvious  that  the  town  is  growing  rapidly. 

Vital  Statistics 

The  total  number  of  live  births  was  341,  this  being  11  less 
than  in  I960,  while  the  still  births  numbered  4. 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  deaths  of  infants  under 
one  year  of  age,  the  total  being  9 as  compared  with  6 in  i960.  The 
causes  in  their  different  age  groups  were  as  follows :- 


Under  one  week:  Birth  injury:  2 

Congenital  abnormality:  2 

Prematurity:  1 

Atelectasis:  1 

Under  four  weeks:  Congenital  abnormality:  1 


Between  4 weeks  and  1 year:  Atelectasis:  1 

Pneumonia;  1 


The  increase  in  the  number  of  infant  deaths,  small  though 
it  was,  together  with  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  births,  accounts 
for  the  big  discrepancy  in  the  infant  mortality  rates  of  I960  and 
1961.. 


Females 

7,222 


Once  again  there  were  no  deaths  attributable  to  pregnancy, 
* childbirth  or  abortion  during  the  year. 

Deaths  from  all  causes  numbered  176,  this  being  almost 
identical  with  the  175  of  I960. 
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Causes  of  Death 


Coronary  and  other  forms  of  heart  disease  and  disease  of  the 
blood  vessels  accounted  for  50  out  of  the  total  of  176  deaths, 
while  the  next  highest  cause  was  malignant  disease  with  33  deaths, 

34  if  we  include  one  case  of  leukaemia.  Of  the  deaths  from 
malignant  disease,  5 were  caused  by  cancer  of  the  lung  in  males. 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  or  "strokes"  were 
responsible  for  19  deaths,  nearly  all  of  them  in  the  elderly  or  aged. 

The  return  from  the  General  Register  Office  has  one  beading 
"Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases",  which  shows  15  deaths  in 
males  and  16  in  females.  It  is  difficult  from  the  evidence  avail- 
able to  assign  to  this  heading  the  causes  of  death,  which  make  up 

the  total  of  31 • 

As  mentioned  with  regard  to  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous 
system,  so  also  was  the  case  regarding  heart  disease  and  malignant 
disease  in  that  many  deaths  in  old  people  come  into  these  categories. 
Mai^y  deaths  attributable  to  these  causes  can  be  regarded  as  deaths 

due  to  old  age. 

The  figures  relating  to  deaths  over  the  age  of  70  are  as  follows: 


80  - 89 

53 


70  - 79 

55 


90  - 99 
12 


Thus,  120  out  of  a total  of  176  deaths  in  1961  occurred  in 
persons  over  the  age  of  70.  This  makes  a percentage  of  60.8  as 

compared  with  55.4  in  i960. 

Infectious  Diseases 

The  customary  biennial  epidemic  of  measles  with  a total  of  444- 
cases  began  in  appreciable  numbers  in  March  and  ended  in  September. 
Fortunately  the  sequelae  of  this  disease  are  no  longer  as  formidable 
as  they  used  to  be. 

The  usual  outbreak  of  short-lived  gastro-intestinal  upsets, 
the  cause  of  which  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  ascertain,  took 
place  during  the  summer. 

Due  to  a general  decrease  in  the  numbers  of  infectious  diseases, 
Honey  Lane  and  Plaistow  Hospitals  closed  their  infectious  disease 
units  on  the  25th  July,  1961.  Such  cases  as  now  occur  in  East  Hert- 
fordshire are  sent  either  to. St.  Ann's  Hospital,  Tottenham,  or  South 
Lodge  Hospital,  London  N.21 . 
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Tuberculosis 


Six  new  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  occurred  during  1961, 
that  is  to  say  six  cases  were  discovered  in  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Urban  District.  Five  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  entered  the 
district  from  other  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom.  To  offset  this 
there  were  two  deaths,  two  left  the  district,  eight  were  reported 
cured  and  one  came  under  the  heading  "Other".  Thus  the  figure  of 
126  cases  on  the  Register  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  was  reduced 
to  124  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

When  one  thinks  that  in  a town  with  a population  of  1 8, 040  there 
are  still  126  cases  of  tuberculosis,  106  of  which  are  pulmonary 
tuberculosis,  one  is  reminded  that  this  disease  is  by  no  means 
extinct,  despite  the  dramatic  fall  in  mortality  due  to  the  use  of 
anti-tuberculous  drugs. 

Food  Hygiene 

The  usual  summer  food  hygiene  campaign  was  carried  out  and  I 
wish  to  thank  the  Press  for  their  excellent  publicity  on  the  subject 
of  raising  the  standards  of  kitchen  and  personal  hygiene. 

No  serious  infringements  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  were 
discovered  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  during  1961. 

National  Assistance  Acts  1948-1951 

It  is  a matter  for  satisfaction  that  no  one  was  in  need  of  care 
and  attention  under  Section  47  of  these  Acts  during  1961. 

Workrooms  for  the  Elderly 

This  excellent  project  unfortunately  came  to  a stop  during  1961. 
Lack  of  funds  and  shortage  of  work  were  the  chief  reasons  for  the 
stoppage.  Both  the  workers  and  the  Committee  were  distressed  at  this 
decision  and  the  Committee  are  most  anxious  that  the  project  should 
be  reactivated.  They  are  determined,  however,  that  this  should  not 
be  done  until  the  financial  underpinning  is  made  quite  secure  and  are 
hopefully  working  towards  this  end. 
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Home  Safety  Committee 


The  passage  of  the  Home  Safety  Act,  1961,  led  to  discussions  with 
County  Officials  concerning  its  implementation.  The  County  is  in  general 
anxious  to  held  County  Districts  in  the  organisation  of  exhibitions  by 
making  material  available  on  loan  from  its  own  resources,  but  is 
reluctant  to  make  monetary  grants. 

A Home  Safety  Exhibition,  largely  staged  by  the  Public  Health 
Department  with  assistance  from  the  British  Red  Cross  Society,  the 
Herts.  Fire  Service,  the  Eastern  Gas  and  Electricity  Boards  and  v/ell 
attended  by  the  public,  was  held  on  the  9th,  10th  and  11th  November 
in  the  Robert  Gilling  Hall. 

Essay  and  poster  competitions  on  the  subject  of  Home  Safety  were 
held  in  the  local  schools  and  prizes  were  awarded  to  eighteen  children. 

Reports 

While  the  primary  interest  of  a Public  Health  Committee  is  in 
matters  relating  to  the  health  of  its  own  District,  it  must  also  be 
kept  informed  of  public  health  problems  of  national  and  international 
importance.  During  the  year  the  Committee  received  reports  on  a 
number  of  subjects,  including  Leukaemia,  Poliomyelitis  Vaccination, 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  and  Cancer,  Injuries  from  Fireworks  which 
led  the  Committee  to  make  recommendations  to  higher  authorities. 

Radiation  Hazards  and  Advances  in  Detergents. 

Courses 


Following  the  publication  of  the  Veale  Report  on  Training  in 
Radiological  Health  and  Safety,  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  attended 
evening  classes  at  the  Battersea  College  of  Technology  during  the  autumn 
and  winter  of  1960/61.  In  the  spring  of  1961  he  passed  the  College's 
examination  for  the  Certificate  in  Radiological  Protection. 

Building 

Private  enterprise  constructed  101  new  houses  during  1961,  but  no 
new  dwellings  were  built  by  the  Council  because  of  planning  difficulties. 
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HODDESDON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Council  Offices, 
Hoddesdon, 
Herts* 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  29th  June,  1962, 

of  the  Public  Health  Committee 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

19  6 1 


Mr,  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I submit  for  your  consideration  my  report  for  the  year 

ended  31  at  December,  1961, 

I should  again  like  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the 
Chairman  and  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  to  Dr, 

G.  U.  Frizelle,  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  for  their  unfailing 
co-operation  and  help  at  all  times. 

My  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  other  Chief  Officers  of 
the  Council  for  their  ready  assistance  during  the  year  and  to  my 
own  staff  for  their  sustained  loyalty  and  support  at  all  times. 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 


Public  Mains  Supply 

This  district  is  within  the  statutory  area  of  supply  of 
the  Metropolitan  Water  Board  and  apart  from  a small  number  of 
properties,  details  of  which  are  given  later,  the  area  is  supplied 
from  the  Board's  mains.  All  dwellings  have  an  individual  supply 
and  there  are  no  standpipes  in  operation. 

Complaints  of  inadequate  water  pressure  in  the  Rye  Park 
area  were  made  early  in  the  year.  On  two  occasions  extreme 
difficulty  was  esqperienced  in  obtaining  a proper  water  supply  in 
a small  section  of  the  Rye  Park  district,  mainly  during  the  week- 
end and  Monday  morning  periods.  The  Metropolitan  ViTater  Board 
expressed  regret  to  the  Council  for  the  inconvenience  caused  and 
stated  that  approval  had  been  given  to  carry  out  extensive  works 
at  the  Middlefield  Road  Pumping  Station,  which  would  result  in  a 
permanent  improvement  in  the  supply.  Meanwhile,  they  had  taken 
other  temporary  measures  to  ensure  a sufficient  pressure  and  supply 
during  the  normal  peak  periods  of  use.  At  the  time  of  writing  this 
report  in  1962,  the  works  the  Board  referred  to  have  commenced  and 
no  further  complaints  have  been  received. 

Normally,  reliance  is  placed  upon  the  Metropolitan  Water 
Board  for  the  sampling  of  their  own  supplies,  but  on  two  occasions 
samples  were  submitted  by  us  for  bacteriological  examination  and 
were  reported  as  being  satisfactory. 

Private  Supplies 

a)  Domestic 

-There  are  approximately  some  25  dwellings,  2 lock-keepers 
houses  and  1 caravan  holiday  camp  with  a private  water  supply. 
Twenty-four  samples  from  16  premises  were  taken  during  the  year 
and  submitted  to  the  analyst  for  bacteriological  examination. 

Two  were  reported  on  as  being  of  an  unsatisfactory  standard. 

Improvements  were  effected  in  7 cases,  including  the 
sinking  of  new  boreholes  to  the  two  lock-keepers'  houses. 

b)  Factory 

Nine  factories  have  a private  water  supply.  Eleven 
samples  were  taken  during  the  year  from  7 premises  and  sub- 
mitted for  bacteriological  examination.  All  except  3 were 
of  a satisfactory  standard. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  some  anxiety  was  felt 
about  a privately  owned  supply  serving  three  industrial  premises 
Negotiations  had  been  entered  into  by  the  firms  with  the 
Metropolitan  Water  Board  for  an  extension  of  the  Board's  mains 
to  serve  these  three  premises.  Meanwhile  precautionary  measures 
were  taken. 


SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE 


All  the  sewage  from  the  Council's  sewers  is  pumped  through 
a series  of  pumping  stations  to  the  Middle  Lee  Regional  Drainage 
Scheme's  Rye  Mead's  Works,  which  are  situated  just  outside  this 
Council's  boundary  and  within  the  Ware  Rural  District  Council's  area. 

In  addition  to  many  small  domestic  sewage  treatment  plants, 
it  is  estimated  that  there  are  over  100  cesspools  and  septic  tanks 
in  the  district.  These  are  mainly  situated  in  the  less  developed  and 
outlying  parts  of  the  area,  where  no  sewers  are  available. 


Industrial  Premises.  Rye  House 

There  are  three  large  industrial  premises  in  this  part  of 
the  district  which  had  their  own  sewage  disposal  arrangements.  In 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  water  supply  serving  these  factories  was 
drawn  from  a borehole  in  the  same  area,  the  firms  were  requested  to 
get  together  and  join  in  a scheme  to  connect  their  foul  drainage  to 
the  Council's  sewerage  system.  After  many  conferences,  agreement  in 
principle  was  reached  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  one  of  the  firms 
concerned  was  actively  engaged  in  preparing  plans  and  specifications 
for  the  proposed  scheme,  which  it  was  envisaged  would  become  a reality 
in  1962, 


Flooding.  Broxbourne 

The  temporary  remedial  works  mentioned  in  last  year's  report 
were  carried  out  by  the  Surveyor  during  the  year  and,  as  far  as  I am 
aware,  no  further  flooding  has  occurred. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


A weekly  refuse  collection  service  extends  to  all  parts  of  the 
district;  trade  refuse  is  also  collected  by  special  arrangement  with 
the  Surveyor,  who  administers  the  refuse  collection  service.  During 
the  year  a new  refuse  freighter  was  acquired  as  a replacement. 

Refuse  disposal  is  carried  out  by  the  controlled  tipping 
method  at  the  Lodge  Hollow,  Cock  Lane,  Hoddesdon,  a gravel  pit  privately 
owned  and  operated.  The  Borough  of  St.  Pancras  and  Cheshunt  Urban 
District  Council  also  tip  household  refuse  here.  Another  tip  at 
Church  Lane,  Wormley,  is  owned  and  operated  by  the  Borough  of  Edmonton 
for  the  disposal  of  screenings  and  destructor  ashes  and  clinker. 


HOUSING  ACTS  1957  - 1961 


HOUSING  ACT,  1957,  Part  II.  Sections  1 6 and  17 

Oak  Cottage,  Cock  Lane,  Hoddesdon 

This  property  was  inspected  and  represented  to  the  Council 
as  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  not  repairable  at  reasonable 
cost. 

The  Council  made  a demolition  order  in  respect  thereof. 
HOUSING  ACT.  1957.  Part  III.  Clearance  Areas 

Hoddesdon  Clearance  Order  No.  25  (Nos.  85.  87,  89.  91  and  93 

Amwell  Street,  Hoddesdon). 

During  the  year  the  Minister  confirmed  the  Clearance 
Order  involving  these  dwellings. 

Hoddesdon  Clearance  Order  No.  24  (Nos.  167.  169.  171.  173. 

175.'  177.  179  and  1 81  Lord  St.',  Hoddesdon). 

Negotiations  continued  concerning  the  acquisition  of 
these  properties  by  the  Council. 

DEMOLITION 

The  following  unfit  properties  were  demolished  in  1961:- 

(a)  Clearance  Areas 

Hoddesdon  Clearance  Area  No.  17  (Nos.  183,  185,  187,  189 
and  191  High  Road,  Broxbourne). 

Hoddesdon  Clearance  Area  No.  19  (Nos.  144,  146,  148,  150, 
152  and  154  High  Road,  Broxbourne). 

The  demolition  of  Nos.  26,  28  and  30  Amwell  St., 
Hoddesdon  (Hoddesdon  Clearance  Area  No.  21 ) commenced 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

(b)  Individual  Unfit  Dwellings 

Nos.  1,3  and  5 Bell  Lane,  Hoddesdon. 

Oak  Cottage,  Cock  Lane,  Hoddesdon. 

No.,  l/2  Boxwood  Cottage,  Hertford  Rd.,  Hoddesdon. 
RE-HOUSING 

Re-housing  of  persons  in  Slum  Clearance  and  Individual  Unfit 
dwellings  continued  throughout  the  year.  Although  no  new  Council 
dwellings  were  erected  during  this  period,  some  25  persons  were 
re-housed  in  12  units,  of  Council-owned  accommodation  as  and  when 
existing  properties  became  vacant. 
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HOUSING-  ACT,  1957  ~ Houses  Let  in  lodgings 

Cranbourrie  House,  Cranboume  Drive,  Hoddesdon 

The  lease  on  this  property  held  by  Mr.  Andrews  has  now 
terminated;  the  Andrews  family  has  now  vacated  the  premises 
and  notices  to  quit  have  been  served  on  all  the  sub-tenants. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  two  families  had  not  moved  to  other 
accommodation. 

Hostels 

The  Globe  Hotel.  High  Road.  Wcrnaley 

Appli cation  was  made  by  the  new  owners  to  convert  this 
property  into  a hostel  to  be  used  primarily  for  male  nursery 
workers  5 the  first  and  second  floors  to  be  used  as  bedroom 
. accommodation  and  the  ground  floor  as  kitchens  and  dining 
room$  this  portion  will  also  be  used  as  a cafe.  The  proposal 
provided  for  the  installation  of  new  sanitary  conveniences, 
the  erection  of  a recreation  building  at  the  rear  and  the 
conversion  cf  the  hotel  basement  into  bathrooms,  drying  rooms 
and  boiler  house.  By  the  end  of  the  year  these  works  were  well 
uhder  way. 

ITALIAN  IMMIGRATION 


This  subject  was  rather  fully  dealt  with  in  my  report 
for  i960,  when  some  of  the  difficulties  in  dealing  with  the  problem 
were  outlined. 

It  is  considered  that  the  immigration  of  Italian  nationals 
into  the  district  increased  during  the  year,  although  no  exact  figure 
can  be  given. 

In  order  to  try  and  prevent  the  overcrowding  of  premises, 
every  effort  was  made  to  acquaint  all  Italian  householders  known  to 
us, and  also  prospective  purchasers  of  houses,  of  the  standard  of 
accommodation  for  the  particular  property  concerned,  which  normally 
existed  in  the  locality  and  were  acceptable  to  the  Council.  These 
standards  are  based  on  the  assumption  that  bedrooms  are  the  rooms 
to  be  used  for  sleeping  and  that  the  living  rooms  should  be  used 
for  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  designed  and  built,  and  not  for 
sleeping . 


Despite  these  precautions  and  the  numerous  inspections 
and  visits  which  were  made,  serious  cases  of  overcrowding  cams  to 
our  notice  during  the  year.  In  most  of  these  the  overcrowding  was 
abated  after  a while  and  a great  deal  of  pressure  on  the  part  of 
the  Council's  officers,  but  it  is  suspected  that  much  of  this  relief 
; was  Achieved  by  some  of  the  occupants  going  to  overcrowd  other 
premises,  knowledge  of  which  would  not  come  to  the  department's 
notice  until  later.  This  constant  movement  of  these  people  is  one 
of  the  aspects  of  the  problem  which  renders  the  control  of  over- 
crowding far  from  easy. 


The  Council  had  been  kept  fully  informed  of  the  efforts 
made  by  their  officers,  both  to  give  information  as  to  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the  Italian  residence  in  the  district  and  as  far  as 
possible  obtain  authentic  information  about  the  immigration  of 
foreign  labour  into  the  area.  Consultation  with  the  industry  and 
organisations  most  affected  and  with  the  appropriate  Government 
departments  have  taken  place. 

The  Council  are  concerned  as  to  the  ultimate  effect 
which  the  continued  immigration  of  aliens  into  the  district 
will  have  on  the  demand  for  housing  accommodation  in  the  future, 
when  the  children- of  the  families  become  adults. 

It  is  hoped  that  by  the  unceasing  continuation  of 
visits  and  inspections  we  v/ill  secure  the  co-operation  of  the 
foreign  nationals  in  preventing  serious  overcrowding;  this  is 
no  light  task  as  most  of  the  contacts  with  these  people  have 
to  be  made  after  normal  office  hours. 

The  system  whereby  Italians  living  in  the  district  who 
wish  to  have  their  families  come  to  live  with  -chem  must  first 
obtain  a certificate  signed  by  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
to  the  effect  that  the  accommodation  is  suitable  for  them  has  been 
operating  now  for  over  12  months,  and  during  the  year  out  of  21 
applications  that  were  made,  12  were  granted  and  9 refused. 

There  is  still  an  acute  shortage  of  housing  accommodation 
in  this  district.  Unfortunately,  no  new  Council  houses  were  built 
during  1961;  the  last  new  houses  were  handed  over  to  the  Council 
in  November,  I960.  Schemes  for  providing  additional  units  of 
accommodation  have  been  authorised  by  the  Council  and  the  one  for 
providing  12  old  people’s  flats  and  a warden’s  house  was  commenced 
in  November,  1961,  and  should  be  ready  for  occupation  in  1962. 

A scheme  has  been  authorised  for  erecting  50  houses  and  8 flats 
at  Westfield  and  it  is  anticipated  that  work  will  commence  in  1962. 

PRIVATE  DEVELOPMENT 


During  recent  years  a noticeable  feature  of  the  private 
development  for  housing  has  been  the  demolition  of  the  larger 
houses  or  mansions  in  the  district,  so  that  the  land  belonging 
thereto  could  be  developed  for  speculative  building,  and  thi3  fora 
of  development  is  continuing. 


HOUSING-  PROGRESS 


During  Total  since  end 
19o1  of  the  -war 


By  Private  Enterprise 

New  dwellings  erected 101  1188 

War  destroyed  dwellings  rebuilt  . . 5 

Repairs  of  war  damaged  houses  ••  •• 

Conversions  or  adaptations  in 

terms  of  family  units  ••••••  2 25 

Bv  Local  Authority 

New  dwellings  erected  ........  - 846 

Conversions  or  adaptations  in 

terms  of  family  units  - 8 

Temporary  prefabricated  bungalows  • • - 38 


By  other  Authorities 
(including  Police  Cottages,  etc). 

New  dwellings  erected ..  - 10 

Properties  controlled  by  the  Local 

Authority  at  31 st  December.  1961 


Council  houses  1206 

Temporary  prefabricated  bungalows  ..  38 

Sundry  other  properties  9 

Shops  4- 


Sale  of  Council  houses 

No  Council  houses  were  sold  during  the  year. 

Rent  Act,  1957 

During  the  year  one  application  for  a Certificate  of  Disrepaii 
was  received.  As  the  owner  neither  carried  out  the  repairs  nor  gave  an 
undertaking,  a Certificate  of  Disrepair  was  issued. 
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HOUSING  (FINANCIAL  PROVISIONS)  ACT.  1958 

HOUSE  PURCHASE  AND  HOUSING  ACT.  1959 


Improvement  of  Housing  Accommodation 

a.)  Private  Dwellings 

Twenty-two  applications  for  improvement  grants  lirere  approved 
during  the  year,  of  which  four  related  to  discretionary 
improvement  grants  and  eighteen  to  standard  grants. 

The  tables  overleaf  show  the  progress  made  with  hoi. sing 
improvements  since  1955* 

b)  Looal  Authority  Dwellings 

During  the  year  further  progress  was  made  with  the  provision 
of  standard  amenities  in  110  pre-war  Council  dwellings. 

Progress  to  31st  December,  1961,  was  as  follows 


Amenities  Provided 

Hot  water  supply 
and  wash  hand  basins 


Total  nc-.  of  dwellings  improved 

226 


o)  Dame  Laetitia  Monson's  Almshouses.  Broxboume 


As  reported  last  year,  six  modem  flats  and  a Matron's  quarter*: 
were  also  provided  with  the  aid  of  a grant  at  the  above  Almshouses, 
under  a conversion  and  improvement  scheme  approved  by  the  Ministry 
under  Section  121  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957* 

The  works  were  completed  in  I960. 
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DISCRET  IONARY  GRANTS 


1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

I960 

1961 

Tbtal 

Applications 

approved 

12 

9 

24 

4 

9 

13 

4 

75 

Number 

completed 

3 

11 

10 

4 

19 

10 

9 

66 

Grants  paid 

£515 

£1701 

£2870 

£2794 

Cl  237 

£1523 

£41 6 

£110 56 

STANDARD  GRANTS 


1959 

I960 

1961 

Total 

Applications 

approved 

7 

23 

18 

48 

Number 

completed 

1 

13 

14 

28 

Grants  paid 

£115 

£1184 

£1638 

£2937 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT 


Swimming  Pool 

The  open-air  swimming  pool  is  owned  by  the  Council  and 
administered  by  the  Surveyor.  It  was  open  to  the  public  from  the 
1st  May  until  30th  September  and  there  were  69,516  admissions  during 
this  period.  The  pool  was  also  used  extensively  throughout  the 
season  by  organised  parties  of  schoolchildren,  during  school  hours. 

Water  is  obtained  from  the  public  mains,  and  treated  by 
pressure  filtration  and  'break  point'  chlorination  and  heated  as 
required.  The  flow  is  regulated  to  ensure  that  all  the  water  passes 
through  the  plant  every  five  hours. 

Daily  residual  chlorine  tests  are  made  and  weekly  samples 
of  water  from  the  pool  are  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
at  Cambridge  for  bacteriological  examination;  all  the  tests  showed 
the  water  to  be  of  a satisfactory  standard. 


Insects 


One  flea  and  two  bed  bug  infestations  were  treated  during 
the  year.  One  hundred  and  two  wasps'  nests  were  destroyed.  Twenty- 
seven  miscellaneous  complaints  concerning  earwigs,  flies,  foxes,  moles, 
ants,  bees,  rabbits  and  mosquitoes  were  also  dealt  with. 


Section  89 

Sanitary  Accommodation  in  Licensed  Premises 

'During  1961  all  the  licensed  premises  in  the  district  were 
inspected.  The  attention  of  the  owners  was  called  to  the  inadequacy 
of  the  sanitary  arrangements  in  two  instances.  In  several  other  cases 
it  was  found  that  the  sanitary  units  and  accommodation  were  not  readily 
accessible  to  the  users,  and  in  a few  instances  the  accommodation 
provided  was  somewhat  antiquated  and  fell  short  of  modem  standards. 

The  owners  have,  for  the  most  part,  assured  us  of  their  co-operation 
and  have  done  a good  deal  of  work.  In  some  instances,  where  it  was 
contemplated  that  major  reconstruction,  alteration  or  extension  was 
envisaged,  we  were  asked  to  allow  them  a little  more  time.  However, 
they  undertook  that  when  the  works  were  executed  the  sanitary 
accommodation  would  comply  with  the  high  standards  necessary  today. 

Meanwhile,  urgent  repairs  were  undertaken  and  re-decoration 
carried  out.  Whilst  the  whole  of  the  works  demanded  have  not  yet 
been  executed,  the  owners  assure  us  that  they  are  'programmed'  for 
completion  at  an  early  date. 
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Smell  Nuisance,  Rye  Meads  Works 


During  the  fine  summer  months  of  19&1,  especially  when 
the  wind  was  blowing  from  an  easterly  direction,  numerous  complaints 
were  received  from  many  parts  of  the  district  of  a noxious  smell 
nuisance.  This  smell  emanated  from  the  Rye  Meads  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  as  the  result  of  accumulations  of  undigested  sludge. 

Although  the  managing  authorities  did  everything  possible  to  try 
and  mitigate  this  nuisance,  some  months  elapsed  before  they 
eventually  traced  the  breakdown  of  the  sludge  digestion  process 
to  the  discharge  of  some  toxic  chemical  substance  into  the  sewerage 
system  by  an  industrial,  works  in  their  catchment  area.  Meanwhile, 
they  arranged  for  some  millions  of  gallons  of  raw  sludge  to  be 
discharged  by  road  tankers  for  final  disposal  at  sea.  It  was 
reported  that  before  the  end  of  the  year  the  digestion  processes 
had  been  re-established  and  the  sewage  purification  works  had 
returned  to  normal. 

Smell  Nuisance.  Spraying  of  Agricultural  Land 

Complaints  were  received  from  the  Wormley  neighbourhood 
as  a result  of  the  spraying  of  liquid  sludge  on  agricultural  land. 
After  representations  had  been  made  this  spraying  was  discontinued. 


AGRICULTURE  (SAFETY,  HEALTH  & WELFARE  PROVISIONS)  ACT.  1956 

During  this  year  6l  nurseries  and  horticultural  premises 
were  visited  and  inspected.  Five  of  the  nursery  premises  have  since 
closed  down. 

All  had  some  form  of  sanitation;  mainly  chemical  closets. 
Ten  are  water  closets  connected  to  the  public  sewer  and  fifteen  have 
waterborne  sanitation  to  either  cesspools  or  septic  tank  arrangements. 
Seven  were  provided  with  new  or  replaced  chemical  closets,  and  one  at 
Wormley  is  now  in  process  of  being  connected  to  the  sewer. 

NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT.  I960 

In  the  Autumn  numerous  complaints  were  received  from  local 
residents  about  the  nuisance  from  noise  caused  by  "Go-Kart"  racing. 
The  Stadium  where  the  racing  takes  place  is  in  the  Ware  Rural  Districl 
Council's  area  and  is  contiguous  with  our  own  boundary. 

The  matter  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  V/ are  Rural 
District  Council  and  the  Noise  Abatement  Society,  who  have  made 
representations  to  the  management  of  the  speedway  track  requesting 
appropriate  action  to  abate  the  nuisance.  They  have  also  consulted 
the  Noise  Abatement  Society.  Both  Councils'  officers  have  met  the 
persons  concerned,  who  have  promised  to  fully  co-operate  in  reducing 
the  noise  nuisance. 
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INSPECTIONS  ETC 


The  following  visits  for  inspection  or  re-inspection 
under  the  various  Acts  have  been  made. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT.  1936 

Dwelling  houses  243 

Keeping  of  animals  1 

Offensive  accumulations 15 

Dust  and  effluvia  31 

Ditches  and  watercourses 25 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds  5 

Drains  and  sewers  293 

Dustbins  ..  o.  223 

Inns,  restaurants  and  cinemas  etc 2 

Verminous  premises  14 

Infectious  diseases  25 

Water  supply 65 

Swimming  pool  18 

Closets 3 

Pood  poisoning  3 

HERTFORDSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL  ACT.  1935 

Refuse  tips 24 

Music  and  dancing  licensing 18 

CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT,  i960  107 


CLEAN  AIR  ACT.  1956 

Industrial  premises  ..  ..  54 

Domestic  premises  7 

Miscellaneous  14 

HOUSING-  ACTS 

Individual  unfit 26 

Clearance  ..  37 

Overcrowding 269 

Other  86 

Improvement  grants 582 

Rent  Act 1 
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FACTORIES  ACT 


Non-pcwer.  • 8 

Power 162 

Building  sites  14 

Outworkers  ..  ..  . . ..  ..  ..  . . ..  ..  . . . . 1 


AGRICULTURE  (SAFETY.  HEALTH  AND  WELFARE  PROVISIONS)  ACT.  1956..  78 


PETROLEUM  (CONSOLIDATION)  ACT,  1928  . . 82 


NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT.  I960  .. ..  ..  4 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

Hygiene  Regulations/Byelaws  - Shops  508 

" " " Stalls  and  vehicles . . . . 473 

” " " Personal  hygiene  ••  ••  44 

Ice  Cream  premises  163 

Prepared  foods  . . 3 

Food  inspection  “ meat  13 

” ” - other . . 15 

Milk  distribution 4 6 

Sampling 10 

SHOPS  ACT,  1930  12 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT.  1951  ......  4 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT.  1949 

Rodents  - domestic  premises . 872 

" - business  premises  ..  • 171 

" - refuse  tips . . ..  . . ••  34 

" - agricultural  premises ..  20 

Insects  a a ..  a.  a a aa  a a a aa  24 

MISCELLANEOUS  ..  ..  a 46 
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CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 


(a)  Sections  3 and  10 

Under  Section  3 of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  notification 
of  the  installation  of  new  industrial  furnaces  must  be  given  to  the 
looal  authority,,  Arrangements  are  made  to  ensure  that  prior  approval 
is  obtained  to  the  installation  by  the  submission  of  plans  and 
specifications  of  the  proposed  furnace  to  the  local  authority. 

Section  10  controls  the  height  of  chimneys  in  industrial 
premises  which  are  being  erected  or  extended,  and  plans  must  be 
rejected  if  the  proposed  heights  are  considered  unsatisfactory. 

During  the  year  thirteen  applications  were  received  for 
prior  approval  and  approval  to  chimney  heights.  Twelve  of  the 
applications  were  in  connection  with  oil-fired  boilers  and  one 
related  to  a wood-burning  incinerator.  All  the  alterations  requested 
were  agreed  to  by  the  applicants,  and  the  installations  were  approved. 

(b)  Measurement  of  Air  Pollution 


Daily  measurements  of  the  amounts  of  sulphur  dioxide 
and  smoke  in  the  atmosphere  continued  throughout  the  year;  the 
apparatus  is  situated  at  the  rear  of  the  Council  Offices. 

In  support  of  the  National  Survey  of  Air  Pollution,  data 
is  submitted  to  the  Warren  Spring  Laboratory  each  month. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Hornchurch  U.D.C.  Public  Health 
Department  for  assessing  the  f ilter  paper  smoke  stains  with  their 
refleotometer. 

(o)  Smoke  Control  Areas 


It  is  recognised  that  more  than  half  of  all  the  smoke 
polluting  the  atmosphere  comes  from  domestic  chimneys.  The 
proportion  is  greater  in  districts  like  Hoddesdon  where  dwellings 
predominate.  Although  the  problem  in  the  area  may  not  be  severe, 
its  evidence  ought  not  to  be  ignored,  especially  in  the  winter 
months.  Accordingly,  the  work  of  establishing  smoke  control  areas 
shoule  be  commenced  at  an  early  date. 

(d)  Bonfires 


The  practice  of  burning  trade  refuse  in  the  backyards  of 
commercial  premises  and  within  the  curtilage  of  industrial  premises 
appears  to  be  increasing  and  caused  several  complaints  of  smoke 
nuisance  to  be  made.  It  should  be  more  widely  known  that  it  is  an 
offence  under  Section  16  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  if  the  smoke 
emitted  by  this  practice  is  such  as  to  be  a nuisance  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  neighbourhood. 
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POOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT.  1955 


Pood  Hygiene  Regulations 

All  known  premises  in  this  area  at  which  food  is 
manufactured,  stored  or  sold  have  been  inspected,  as  well 
as  mobile  shops,  delivery  vans  and  stalls.  This  includes 
fresh  and  perishable  foods  in  butchers'  shops,  bakeries  and 
restaurants,  details  of  which  are  given  below. 

The  Pood  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  I960,  have 
been  explained  to  all  and  most  now  comply  in  every  way.  In 
the  few  outstanding  cases  persuasion  is  achieving  satisfactory 
results.  Constant  vigilance  is  necessary  and  so  far  as  possible 
maintained  to  secure  a high  standard  of  cleanliness  and  full 
compliance  with  the  regulations. 


Bakehouses  6 

Bakery  and  Confectionery  shops  7 

Restaurants  and  Tea  Rooms  13 

Public  houses  23 

Sweet  shops  28 

Grocery  shops  2*8 

Greengrocer  shops  18 

Butchers  shops  14 

Fishmongers  shops  5 

(3  shops  sell  both  wet  and 
fried  fish) 

Pried  fish  shops  3 

Factory  canteens  13 

School  canteens  1 3 

Miscellaneous  food  premises  7 


Further  inspection  of  food  premises  in  accordance  with 
the  regulations  were  made  during  the  year  to  the  extent  indicated 
on  Page  12,  and  the  following  improvements  were  effected  - 

No. 


Provision  of  new  sinks  or  replacements  3 
Repair  or  alterations  to  drainage  system  3 
Internal  cleansing  or  redecoration  to  walls,  etc.  26 
Improved  sanitary  accommodation  7 
Installation  of  wash  hand  basins  3 
Installation  of  hot  water  supply  8 
Improving  internal  surfaces,  walls,  etc.  16 
Provision  of  lockers  3 
Improved  lighting  or  ventilation  6 
Improved  storage  facilities  10 
Improved  display  4 
Improved  waste  and  refuse  disposal  7 
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Seotion  16 


There  are  17  premises  registered  for  the  preparation 
or  manufacture  of  sausages  or  potted,  pickled  or  preserved  food, 
and  6if  premises  registered  for  the  sale,  or  storage  for  sale,  of 
ice  cream.  There  are  no  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture 
of  ice  cream. 

Market 

As  in  previous  years,  regular  inspection  of  the  stalls 
at  the  weekly  market  was  maintained  and  attention  directed  to  the 
prevention  of  contamination  of  all  foodstuffs,  in  order  to  ensure 
that  regulations  and  the  Council's  'Clean  Pood'  Byelaws  we  re  complied 
with. 

Unsound  Pood 

Pood  surrendered  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption 
and  for  destruction  or  disposal  is  listed  below  - 


Canned  Foodstuffs 


Chopped  pork 

32 

lbs. 

Corned  beef 

36 

lbs. 

Fruit  and  vegetables 

2 

lbs. 

OZB 

Ham 

46 

lbs. 

1 oz. 

Jellied  veal 

30 

lbs. 

Luncheon  meat 

4 

lbs. 

Pork  shoulder 

9 

lbs. 

6 ozs. 

Prawns 

13 

lbs. 

9 ozs. 

173 

lbs. 

2?  OZB 

Fresh  Meat 

Beef 

24 

lbs. 

Other  Foods 

Broiler  chickens 

36 

lbs. 

8 ozs. 

Cod  fillets 

9 

lbs. 

12  ozs 

Pigs  kidneys 

20 

lbs. 

Sausages 

24 

lbs. 

Sliced  bacon 

7 

lbs. 

Saveloys 

6 

lbs. 

Milk  and  Dairies 


The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  I960, 
concentrated  the  control  of  dealers ' licences  in  the  hands 
of  the  County  Council.  These  licences  permit  the  sale  of 
milk  outside  the  area  of  the  licensing  authority  and  the  issue 
of  supplementary  licences  is  discontinued.  The  Council  is, 
therefore,  now  relieved  of  all  licensing  duties  under  these 
Regulations. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES  ACT.  1958 
There  are  now  no  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the 

district. 


Fresh  meat  is  obtained  from  Smithfield  and  slaughter- 
houses at  Ware,  Enfield,  Waltham  Abbey  and  Stevenage.  No 
difficulties  are  experienced  and  consequently  there  is  no  demand 
in  the  district  for  separate  slaughtering  facilities.  A constant 
check  is  being  kept  on  methods  of  transport  and  handling. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT.  194-9 


Private  Dwellings 

One  hundred  and  sixty-four  complaints  of  infestation  by 
rats  and  mice  were  received  and  the  premises  inspected  and  advice 
and  treatment  given  free  of  charge.  A further  43  private  properties 
were  found,  on  inspection,  to  be  infested. 

Business  Premises 

Three  contracts  for  treatment  of  business  premises  were 
in  operation  during  the  year.  Sixty  premises  were  treated  and 
charged  for  on  a time  and  material  basis. 

Agricultural  Properties 

Fourteen  agricultural  properties  were  surveyed  and  treat- 
ments carried  out  where  necessary,  charged  on  a time  and  material 
basis. 

Sewers 

Test  baiting  of  the  Council's  three  sewerage  systems  was 
carried  out  with  the  following  results 

Hoddesdon 

& Rye  Park  Broxboume  Wonnley 

Total  no.  of  sewer  manholes  (approx)  372  238  112 

No.  of  manholes  test  baited  68  21  5 

No.  of  manholes  showing  takes  24  - - 

No.  of  manholes  treated  24  - - 

Summary 


Details  of  inspections  made,  infestation  recorded  and 
treatments  carried  out  during  the  3^ear  are  given  in  the  table 
overleaf. 
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TYPE  OP  PROPERTY 


Local  Dwelling  Business  Agric- 

Authority  Houses  Premises  ultural  Total 


No.  of  Properties 
inspected  as  a 
result  of: 

a)  Notification 

164 

46 

2 

212 

b)  Survey  under  the 

Act 

5 

94 

15 

8 

122 

c)  Otherwife  (e.g. 
when  visited 
for  some  other 
purpose) . 

30 

104 

6 

4 

144 

35 

362 

67 

14 

478 

♦ Total  inspections 
carried  out,  in- 
cluding re- 
inspections. 35  791  185  20  1031 


3.  No.  of  properties 
inspected  which  were 
found  to  be  infested 


by:- 
a)  Rats 

Major: 

1 

. 

1 

Minor: 

3 

189 

40 

4 

236 

b)  Mice 

Major: 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Minor: 

1 

18 

19 

— 

38 

4 

207 

GO 

4 

275 

. No.  of  infested 
properties  treated 
by  the  Local 

Authority.  4 207  60  4 275 
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CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT,  I960 


During  the  year  seven  applications  for  site  lioences  for 
caravans  to  be  used  for  permanent  habitation  were  received.  One 
applicant  later  became  undecided  whether  to  use  the  planning  consent, 
another  was  refused  planning  permission;  site  licences  were  issued 
to  the  remaining  five  applicants. 

Twenty  site  licences  were  issued  for  holiday  and  pleasure 
oaravans  in  the  Wharf  Road,  Wormley  and  Riverside,  Broxboume  areas. 
Two  further  applications  were  subsequently  withdrawn. 

Dobbs  Weir  Riverside  Holidays  Ltd..  Essex  Rd..  Ho  dies don 

This  holiday  caravan  site,  whioh  in  the  past  has  been 
granted  temporary  planning  permission  for  five  year  periods,  was 
granted  permanent  planning  permission  for  100  holiday  oaravans. 
Although  the  site  has  always  been  well  managed,  now  that  planning 
permission  was  permanent  the  owners  were  asked  to  provide  a water 
borne  sewage  system  with  an  approved  treatment  and  disposal  plant. 
The  outcome  of  negotiations  with  all  interested  parties  was  that  it 
is  expected  to  oomplcte  the  drainage  treatment  and  disposal  plant 
by  the  late  spring  of  1962. 

Caravan  Site.  Wharf  Rd..  Wormier 

Two  oaravans  used  for  permanent  habitation  were  placed  on 
vacant  plots  of  ground  comprising  part  of  the  area  used  by  holiday 
caravans,  Informal  action  failed  to  achieve  their  removal;  the 
Counoil,  therefore,  at  the  end  of  the  year  decided  to  take  enforce- 
ment action,  but  notices  were  not  served  until  early  in  1962. 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT.  1951 

Two  pet  shops  are  licensed  under  the  provisions  of  the 
above  Act  and  continue  to  operate  satisfactorily. 


CAME  ACT.  1851 

Pour  persons  were  licensed  to  deal  in  game. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS  1937  to  1°sq 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act  1937 

Part  1 of  the  Act 

1 . Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 

(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Number 

NUmber  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  S.1, 
2,3,4  & 6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities 

3 

5 

«* 

- 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i) which  S.7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

100 

114 

8 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  S.7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
Outworkers  premises) 

9 

11 

1 

- 

TOTAL  - 

112 

130 

9 

20  „ Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which 

Number  of 

defects  were  found 

cases  in 

Referred 

which  pro- 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

secutions 

Inspector 

Inspector 

were  in- 
stituted 

Want  of  cleanliness 

2 

2 

_ 

— 

(s.1) 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate 
ventilation  (S.4) 

1 

A 

i 

_ 

"■  , 

Number  of  cases  in  whicn 

iiuuoer  of 

defects  were  found 

cases  in 

which 

prosecutions 

Particulars 

Referred 

Pound 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

were 

instituted 

| 

Ineffective  drain- 

~ i 

age  of  floors  (S.6) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary 

conveniences  (S,7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

5 

3 

— 

•* 

— 

defective 

12 

11 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences 

against  the  Aot 
(not  including 
offences  relating 
to  Outworkers) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

TOTAL  - 

17 

14 

- 

- 

- 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act 

Outwork 

(Sections  110  and  111) 


Section  110 

Section  111 

Nature  of  work 

i 

No.  of 
Outworkers 
in  August 
list  re- 
quired by 
Section 
110(l)(c) 

No.  of 
Cases  of 
default 
in  send- 
ing lists 
to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
Prosecutions 
for  failure 
to  supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in  un- 
wholesome 
premises 

Not- 

ices 

served 

Prose- 

cutions 

- l 

Paper  bags 

22 

— 

- 

- 

- 

The  making  of 
boxes  or  other 
receptacles  or 
parts  thereof 
made  wholly  or 
partially  of 
paper 

11 

Diecasting 

27 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL  - 

60 

- 

- 

- 

- 

21 


